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For more information, contact  
SA Stud Book on www.studbook.co.za 
info@studbook.co.za or 051 410 0900.

SA Stud Book, the association that 
belongs to breeders’ societies, 
is known for the fact that it 
provides a complete package of 
livestock improvement services 

to the South African livestock industry as 
well as in other countries, especially in 
Southern Africa.

However, a comprehensive range of 
advisory services and products that aim to 
ensure economic efficiency in the livestock 
industry, do not operate in isolation. SA 
Stud Book has therefore established the 
necessary infrastructure, human resources, 
skills, networks, research opportunities 
and leadership for proper support of these 
services and products.

Important role
Although technical and expert advice is 
also provided by other Stud Book staff, it is 

the primary task of the technical advisers 
(TAs). These advisory services take place at 
ground level, by providing field services on 
participants’ farms and farming enterprises.

Not only are these services supported 
by a series of reports and interactive aids 
on the Logix, SADairyBulls and SABeefBulls 
websites, but also by continuous internal 
work and training sessions.

Experienced specialists
SA Stud Book’s advisers are individuals 
with extensive experience in the livestock 
industry. Rampie de Wet, who is based in 
Bloemfontein, mainly serves the Free State. 
He has specialised knowledge of the 
dairy industry and understands its inner 
workings. He is the driver behind SA Stud 
Book’s Elite dairy competitions.

In the Bloemfontein office, beef and 
small stock breeders have access to the 
services of Siebert Vermeulen, one of the 
most experienced technical specialists in 
the industry. Siebert has been active in 
establishing standards and procedures to 
ensure that breeders can trust their data 
and make the right selection decisions.

Gerdus de Klerk serves beef and small 
stock breeders in parts of the Free State 
and the area bordering the Eastern Cape. 
Just like Siebert, Andries Riekert is a 
specialist in real-time ultra-sound scanning 
to determine the carcass traits of live 
animals. Andries works with beef herds in 
Limpopo, Gauteng, Mpumalanga and parts 
of Northern KwaZulu-Natal.

Dolf Cloete is famous among beef 
breeders in the western parts of the 
North West province and Northern Cape. 
He oversaw the Armoedsvlakte bull testing 
centre for many years. His knowledge 
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Figure 1: Interdependence of the various 
facets and departments at SA Stud Book.

and experience are of great benefit to 
beef breeders nationwide – not only in his 
service area.

Isolde Viljoen (Eastern and 
Southern Cape) and Thalia Brameld 
(Gauteng, Mpumalanga, parts of 
North West and KwaZulu-Natal), were 
former colleagues who used to assist 
dairy farmers with milk recording. Thalia 
focusses on dairy herds and delivers 
specialist information and advice. Isolde is 
responsible for various beef herds in her 
service area.

The Western Cape and parts of the 
Southern Cape constitute the service 
area of Chanelle Steenekamp. She 
regularly shares her experience in artificial 
insemination (AI) with breeders. Her 
background includes performing work at 
the Milk Producer’s Organisation (MPO).

Professional support
The specialist work of the TAs is supported 
by SA Stud Book’s group of registered 
animal scientists. Schalk Greyling and 
Suretha Francis provide dairy farmers with 
professional advice and also assist the TAs 
in their tasks in this regard. The TAs can also 
rely on a number of professional colleagues 
who are responsible for the genetic 
evaluation of all participating small stock, 
beef and dairy breeds.

The uniqueness of SA Stud Book’s 
services lies in the fact that participating 
livestock producers, especially stud 
breeders, can rely on the TAs for 
professional assistance.


